That Mr. Tyrrell should take a different view is reason for a careful re-examination of one's conclusions, for he may be justly considered the doyen of the historians of the west. Not only did he go over the ground in his early days as a surveyor, but his interest in the history of the region was so keen that he went out of his way to determine the sites of a large number of the fur-trade posts, whose positions, in all probability, would otherwise be unknown to-day. Moreover, he has edited for the Champlain Society the journals and documents of Samuel Hearne, of David Thompson, and of Philip Turnor with a perception and an authority which only a surveyor by profession, and one endowed with great judgment, could have done. He has thereby put the history of the north-west on a high plane. The esteem in which I have held Mr. Tyrrell's work for now many years forces me to reconsider my conclusion, but it must not be allowed to lead me to be untrue to my own judgment, and to the facts as I see them.
It is not in dispute that Duncan M'Gillivray went to Rocky
Mountain House in the autumn of 1800 "to prepare to cross the mountain"; that he made two journeys in the late autumn, one into the valley of the Athabaska river, and the other to the mouth 
